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This newsletter is written by
members of the Lerner Trainee
Association Communications
Committee. We welcome your
questions and suggestions!
Email LRITraineeAssoc@ccf.org
connect with us.

We wish you a happy new year
and a great start to 2022!
After a brief hiatus, the Lerner Trainee
Association Communications Commitee is
back and reporting on various content
throughout our research community. We
are excited to hear about your many recent
accomplishments! As we continue to work
hard, don't forget to take some time to
Marblehead Lighthouse,
Lake Erie, OH
enjoy winter activities like ice skating,
snow shoeing, and cross country skiing in the beautiful
Cleveland MetroParks.
In this issue, we feature Lerner alumnus Dr. Balaji Venkadakrishnan,
fellow Dr. Vishal Srivastava, and graduate student Karina Piemonte. We
also introduce the LTA Social and Outreach Committee. If you missed
the LEADERS seminar with Lerner Alumnus, Dr. William Flavahan,
we’ve recapped it here. Don’t miss the next seminar on how to explore
career pathways at the NIH and WHO! You’ll also find a special
monthly feature on the celebration of the Lunar Year by Dr. Anthony
Santilli.
Cheers,
Your LTA Communications Commitee

Join our LinkedIn Group
The Lerner Postdoc and Grad Student Alumni Network on LinkedIn is a group of current
and former postdoctoral fellows, research scholars and graduate students at Cleveland
Clinic Lerner Research Institute. We share opportunities for career development,
networking and highlighting our scientific achievements. We also post reminders about
upcoming events, so be sure to turn on notifications! Request to join here.

Announcements

Interested in Teaching?
New "Essentials on Demand" Course

The Cleveland Clinic Education Institute's Essentials Program offers workshops designed
to provide a foundation in aspects of teaching, assessment, curriculum development and
scholarship for health professions educators at Cleveland Clinic. With Essentials On
Demand, you can learn at your own pace online. Below are the current offerings:

Essentials On Demand
Make Your Teaching Interactive! A Focus on
Gagne's Events of Instruction

Click here to enroll

Writing Effective Learning Objectives

Click here to enroll

Teaching with Adult Learners in Mind –New!

Click here to enroll

For more information on each of these course and more live options, click on the full
Spring 2022 Course Catalog.

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER

2

Announcements

CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
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Announcements

NPA SMARTSKILLS
The National Postdoctoral Association (NPA) is
hosting SmartSkills, a free, virtual course in 2022
for members of the NPA focused on building skills
critical to career and personal success. Classes are
held on the fourth Tuesday of every month and
participants can earn a certificate from the NPA by
attending 10 out of the 12 skills classes. Topics
covered in the course include resumes, grant
writing, and self-advocacy.

Lerner PhD students and postdocs are eligible for a free
NPA affiliate membership!
Affiliate members can access the SmartSkills for free as well as:

Contact RETC@ccf.org to claim your membership
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Meet our Alumni
Interview with Lerner Alumnus
Varadha Balaji Venkadakrishnan, PhD
"The structure of the institute makes everyone visible, facilitates easy access to
have a dialog with its leadership and receive personalized training."

Where did you obtain your PhD? I got my PhD from
Cleveland State University. I was enrolled in the
Regulatory Biology program in the Department of
Biological, Geological, and Environmental Sciences.

When did you work in Lerner and in which lab? What
positions did you hold? I was at Lerner from Fall 2015 to
Fall 2020. I completed my dissertation research in Dr.
Hannelore Heemers’ lab in the Department of Cancer
Biology – GU Malignancy Research Center.
What did you work on at Lerner? My graduate research
was focused on understanding a clinically relevant
mechanism of androgen receptor (AR) action in advanced
prostate cancer. In this mechanism, AR indirectly controls
another transcription factor called Serum Response Factor
(SRF). We demonstrated that AR-SRF signaling was
mediated by protein kinase N1 which can be
therapeutically targeted by kinase inhibitor, lestaurtinib.
What successes did you have at Lerner? The majority
of my dissertation research was published in Oncogene in
2019. I received the LRI Graduate Student Award for
Excellence (second place) in 2020 for this publication
which I accepted on behalf of all co-authors.
I was fortunate to receive a few others awards, including
the Graduate Student Research Award from Cleveland
State University. I also finished first in the 3 minute-thesis
competition at CSU, second in the mid-west regional
competition and was invited to participate at the nationallevel in Washington DC.
What is your current position title and where are you
now? I am a postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Himisha
Beltran’s lab in the Department of Medical Oncology in
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. I am grateful for the
support of two postdoctoral fellowship awards from
National Cancer Center and the Department of Defense
Early Investigator Research Award.

I am still studying prostate cancer but focused on a
treatment-resistant subset called neuroendocrine prostate
cancer. The models are different – I use patient derived 3D
organoid and xenograft models. I also take part in the rapid
autopsy program to characterize patient samples and to
establish novel models of prostate cancer which I find
exciting.
What about your time at the Lerner do you think
prepared you for this position? We used to have weekly
journal clubs in Dr. Heemers’ lab that helped me to
understand several molecular aspects of prostate cancer. I
was rigorously trained in Dr. Heemers’ lab in molecular
biology and I am still using these skillsets in my current
role. Dr. Heemers also provided me opportunities to
develop scientific writing skills and I was able to enhance
them under the guidance of Dr. Cassandra Talerico,
scientific writer in the Cancer Biology department. I was
very lucky to have a solid support system within the
institute including friends and colleagues who were always
willing to review my work and available 24x7 for a chat.
Is there something you particularly miss from your
time at Lerner? I have a long list of people I miss. I miss
the excellent training programs at the Lerner such as the
LEADERS seminar series. The structure of the institute
makes everyone visible, facilitates easy access to dialog
with its leadership and receive personalized training.

In one sentence, what advice would you give current
Lerner postdocs and grad students? Personally, I used
to compare my own progress to others and get
discouraged over their success/accomplishments. While
this feeling may be inevitable, I believe it is important to
focus on your own project and detach yourself from the
rewards. Also, during tough times, it may be wise to
choose chocolates over bourbon.

What
does
your
role
in
your
current
position entail and what is your favorite part? I am
studying the role of epigenetic regulators in lineage
plasticity in advanced prostate cancer.
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Meet your Fellow
Vishal Srivastava, PhD

Where are you from?

Which lab do you work in and for how long have
you been a part of this team?

I was born and brought up in Uttar Pradesh, India.
What is your educational background?

I received my bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Banaras Hindu University, India and RTM Nagpur
University, in India respectively. I completed my
Ph.D. in Biological Sciences from Central Drug
Research Institute/ Jawaharlal Nehru University,
India. In 2017, I moved to the United States to
pursue a postdoctoral position at The Ohio State
University.
What did your graduate research focus on?
My graduate research work was focused on
deciphering sigma F regulon in pathogenic and nonpathogenic mycobacteria. This work was presented
in my PhD thesis entitled, “Proteome analysis of
mycobacterial sigma factor, sigF mutants”
How did you decide to pursue your current
postdoc at Cleveland Clinic?
I was always fascinated in human diseases and
genetics from my early college time. The Dr. Zhang
lab at the Cleveland Clinic is at the forefront of
translational research studying the role of ER-toGolgi trafficking in human disease. Cleveland Clinic
has a very collegial and supportive work culture and
provides plenty of freedom for the mentee to explore
their own path as an independent researcher.

Currently I am a postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory
of Dr. Bin Zhang in the Department of Genomic
Medicine. I have been working in this research
group for the last two years.
What is your current research focus?
My current research focuses on protein
trafficking disease, endoplasmic reticulum quality
control and identifying alternative approaches to
correcting genetic defects. My main focus in Dr.
Zhang’s lab is to identify small molecule proteostasis
regulators/chaperones
to
correct
disease
manifestations caused by missense mutations in
hemophilia A. My long-term goal is to develop
personalized medicine for hemophilia A.
Do you have any recent accomplishments in
your current position?
Recently, I received the 2021 Judith Graham
Pool Postdoctoral Research fellowship from the
National Hemophilia Foundation (NHF). I will receive
$104,000 over two years for my grant entitled
“Rescue of FVIII mutant expression by translational
and post-translational modulation using small
molecule therapy”.
What do you like to do outside of the
laboratory?
Other than research I love to visit new places,
hangout with friends, watch movies, and play with
my kids.

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Meet your Graduate Student
Katrina Piemonte

Katrina Piemonte grew up in Rome, New
York and stayed in New York to attend
Ithaca College for her undergraduate
degree in Biochemistry. While at Ithaca,
Katrina conducted research in the areas of
organic
chemistry
and
structural
biochemistry.
For graduate school, she joined the Medical
Scientist Training Program and the lab of
Dr. Ruth Keri in the Department
of Pharmacology at Case Western
Reserve University (CWRU) because it
integrated
her
previous
research
experiences into the translational field of
drug discovery.
Currently, Katrina is working on elucidating
how chromosomal instability arises in triple
negative breast cancer and uncovering how
these phenotypes can be exploited using
existing or novel therapeutics. Specifically,
her work is focused on the Src Family
Kinase member, YES1, which can be
targeted to induce cell death in both in
vivo and in vitro models. Her studies
assess
how
loss
or
inhibition
of
YES1 impacts cancer phenotypes
like growth, invasion, and migration.
Additionally, she is using multiomics to
determine
the
changes
in
the
transcriptomic, proteomic, and phosphorproteomic landscape associated with
impaired
LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER

impaired YES1. She hopes that uncovering
the mechanisms by which YES1 controls
the phenotypes of triple negative breast
cancer will uncover a specific druggable
member of the Src Family Kinase family.
This past year has been incredibly
rewarding for Katrina as she was awarded
the Graduate Student Appreciation Award
by CWRU Department of Pharmacology,
was
honored
for
multiple
poster
presentations, and published a first author
review
article
entitled
”Centrosome
Aberrations as Drivers of Chromosomal
Instability
in
Breast
Cancer”
in
Endocrinology.
In addition to her work, Katrina enjoys
spending time outdoors, hiking with her
dog, biking, and skiing.
“During my time in the Keri lab,
we moved to the Cleveland Clinic to
engage in more translational research.
This has been a great opportunity for
me as a Medical Scientist Training
Program Student because I have been
able engage in clinical experiences in
the Pathology Department which have
further enhanced my training.”
-Katrina Piemonte
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Upcoming Events
LEADERS 2022 Seminar Series
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Upcoming Events
New! 2022 Science Communications Track

https://bit.ly/scicomm1
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Upcoming Events
Upcoming NIH Office of Intramural Training & Education Events
NIH SEMINAR SERIES: THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCHERS
Explore the critical issue of mental health in the biomedical research
community. For more information click here.
Current Tentative Schedule
Topic

Webinar Date

Link

Stigma and Culture

December 6, 2021

View

Anxiety and Anxiety Disorders

January 10, 2022

View

Depression and Depressive
Disorders

February 7, 2022

View

Community Wellness

March 7, 2022

Register

Executive Functioning

April 4, 2022

Register

Responding to Trauma

May 2, 2022

Register

INDUSTRY INTERVIEWS
Speaker(s): Lori Conlan, PhD, Director, Office of Postdoctoral
Services, Brad Fackler, OITE Industry Advisor
February 28, 2022, 3:00 – 4:00 pm
Virtual – register here
Join the session to see how to navigate an interview in industry. We will
explore common questions, typical schedules, and how to prepare
yourself to make a positive impression.
While focused on industry careers, anyone considering a non-academic
career will find this session helpful.

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Recent Events
Highlights from the LEADERS seminar – Career Topology:
From LRI PhD Student to Independent Investigator
-Alan Chen

Did you miss the latest LEADERS session? Here’s a recap! The
speaker, Dr. William Flavahan, is an alumnus of Cleveland Clinic and
Case Western’s Molecular Medicine PhD program. He was a member
of the Jeremy Rich lab and studied how brain cancer cells manage
energy. After his PhD, he completed a postdoctoral fellowship with Dr.
Brad Bernstein at MGH/Broad where he investigated how epigenetic
lesions drive tumors. He is currently an Assistant Professor at UMass
Chan Medical School where he is continuing his work on epigenetics
and cancer. In this seminar, Dr. Flavahan shared some of his insights
from his experiences thus far.
Throughout this seminar, Dr. Flavahan stressed the
importance of finding a balance with research by using
a Venn Diagram as an analogy. Whether it is for a PhD
or postdoctoral project, he suggests that the way to
find the ideal research topic is to combine the expertise
of the researcher with the expertise of the lab. He
found success doing this during his PhD at Lerner by
integrating his interest in bioinformatics computing with
his lab project while in the Rich lab.
In addition to choosing research topics, Dr. Flavahan advised trainees to learn every part of
the research process. Some opportunities he suggested getting involved with ranged from
contributing to IACUC protocols to participating in journal reviews to writing grants. He
further emphasized the importance of starting grant writing as early as possible to start
a history of funding. He also advised trainees that the networking opportunities from
writing grants is just as valuable and important as the funding that comes with them.
Finally, Dr. Flavahan also highlighted how the exposure to translational research that
Lerner provides helped him better understand and grasp the translational impact of his
research. This in turn has helped him in various developmental milestones in his career.
Click here to access the video recording on the intranet.
LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Recent Events
Hope for the Holidays
Iris Nira Smith, PhD

In December 2021, the Lerner Trainee Association (LTA)
partnered with the Cuyahoga County Division of Children
and Family Services (CCDCFS) to support Hope for the
Holidays 2021. In doing so, we campaigned throughout
the Lerner Research Institute (LRI) research community
to raise money for children andTO
their families during the holiday season. Thanks to your
generosity, Hope for the Holidays provided gifts for children of all ages in foster care
and successfully served the holiday wishes of over 1,900 Children and Families. For
many kids, it was the only gift they received for the holiday season.
With over 3,000 foster kids in custody, Hope for the Holidays is one of the biggest
events of the season for CCDCFA. Hope for the holidays consists of two special
programs: 1) adopt a family and 2) gift donation. Adopt a family focuses on youth in
kinship or receiving services in their home. The adopt a family program engaged
111 donors who adopted 165 families with 433 kids and received $47,620 in gift
cards for the holidays. Overall, the Hope for the Holidays program engaged 387 donors
who supported 661 families with 1,528 kids with over $256,670 worth of toys, gifts,
and more for the holidays.
In response to the tremendous support from the LTA and LRI, CCDCFS Outreach
Director, Kristin Gardner said, “I want to give a major thank you to the Cleveland Clinic
LTA and LRI community for coming together. We so appreciated your support and help
to make this a successful campaign. We are grateful to the LRI research community for
responding in a big way to support foster kids and their families during the Holiday
season!”
The LTA looks forward to partnering with CCDCFS to raise funds for the foster kids
again next year with one goal in mind – to surpass last year’s Hope for the
Holidays donations and exceed the needs for children and their families in the coming
year!
Thank you for your continued support of foster children and their families!

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Meet your Lerner Trainee
Association Leaders
Social and Outreach
Committee
Plans community outreach
events, social events, and
networking opportunities. Some
recurring events include coffee
hours, Hope for the Holidays
toy drive, participation in the
regional science fair, and
organizing trainee volunteers
for the summer student
seminar series
Contact RETC@ccf.org to join!

Dr. Nannan Gao
Postdoc in Fariba Rezaee lab

Dr. Daniela Duarte Bateman
Postdoc In Brian Gastman lab

Research Project: Understanding
the syncytial virus for treatment
against viral infections

Research Project: Cancer and
Immunotherapy

"I joined this committee to connect
with people, make friends, and
help organize different social
events for LRI trainees."

"I want to make the most out of my
time at LRI by helping us stay
connected and supporting each
other on our journeys."

Dr. Lavanya Jain
Postdoc in Lynn Bekris lab
Research Project: Using
diagnostic biomarkers in
cerebrospinal fluid and
plasma for Dementia with Lewy
Bodies

Kristen Kay
Graduate Student in Justin
Lathia lab

Rachel Hohe
Graduate Student in J. Mark
Brown lab

Research Project: Polyamines
on glioblastoma progression via
the immune system and the gutbrain-microbiome axis.

Research Project:
Understanding ASTER-C, a
novel regulator of whole-body
cholesterol homeostasis for
cardiovascular diseases.

"I joined with the hope that this
committee would bring me in
touch with other postdoctoral
scholars, which could benefit
me both socially as well as
professionally."

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER

"I joined this committee to
hopefully bring some normality,
connection, and fun back to the
trainees of LRI during these
unprecedented times."

"I joined the committee to help
organize post-COVID events at
the LRI. As a new graduate
student, I wanted to be involved
in event planning and advocate
for my fellow trainees."
13

Monthly Feature
The Lunar New Year: Hoping for Luck and Fortune
-Anthony Santilli, PhD
With a new year comes a celebration of the past,
and hope for good luck in the coming future. While
the Gregorian New Year (January 1st) has come and
gone, celebrations for the Lunar New Year are still
ongoing. Starting on February 1st this year, the
Lunar New Year celebrates the coming of a new
year based of the lunisolar calendar with
celebrations continuing throughout the following
weeks. While this holiday is celebrated by many
cultures, it is most heavily influenced by Eastern and
Southern Asian traditions. I got the opportunity to
talk with some Chinese friends to learn about how
they celebrate the upcoming year.
As with many holidays celebrating a new time and
the seasons, the Lunar New Year emphasizes the
hope for luck in the coming year. The color red is
featured throughout the festivities, especially in
paper decorations, symbolizing luck and hope. Red
envelopes filled with money are also given to
children. Celebrations of the New Year also include
performances of the dragon dance. This
performance includes both puppetry of a multisegmented dragon, another symbol of luck and
hope, along with acrobatic dancing of the
performers.
No holiday is complete unless you are sharing the
time with those closest to you. The Lunar New
Year’s Eve is spent with immediately family, while
New Year’s Day is celebrated with grandparents.
Throughout the following several days of festivities,
time is spent with other friends and relatives.
Dumplings are commonly featured at these family
gatherings and include a variety of fillings.

LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER

The final celebration is the Lantern Festival on the
fifteenth day of the New Year. During this time
lanterns of countless shapes, sizes, and designs
are hung, some of which can be quite complex.
Riddles are featured on a number of lanterns for
attendees to solve, and both the dragon dance, and
lion dance are performed. As for food, balls of boiled
rice flour in hot broth called tangyuan are commonly
eaten, and usually stuffed with a variety of
sweet fillings. The round shape of the tangyuan has
come to symbolize family togetherness and
happiness, further highlighting the importance of
family and reunions during the holiday.

The Lunar New Year is also celebrated by a variety
of other cultures outside of China. For instance, the
Vietnamese holiday of Tet and the Korean New Year
are recognized on February 1st and focus on family
reunions, parades, and incorporating a variety of
foods that symbolize luck as well.
While various New Year’s celebrations emphasize
good luck and bringing in a New Year with those
close to you, the prominence of family gatherings
featured in the Lunar New Year is a reminder of how
important those connections are for not only the
upcoming year, but also that the luck and fortune
hoped for is better when you can share it with those
closest to you.
14

Now Hiring
Manager, Research Projects – School of Medicine |
Emory University | Atlanta, GA
The Manager, Research Projects will be part of the
Pediatric Research Alliance Operations Team
responsible for managing the administrative and
research activities of our Pediatric Research Centers.
The chosen candidate will also work closely with the
Pediatric Research Operations Director to serve as the
day-to-day Cores Administrator for several pediatric
scientific cores. For more information click here.
Research Post Doc Fellow | Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia | Philadelphia, PA
Multiple postdoctoral fellows with terminal degrees
(PhD, MD, DVM, etc.) are sought to conduct
basic/translational research aimed at elucidating the role
of aberrant mRNA splicing in generating targetable neoepitopes in pediatric cancers, as exemplified by this
recently published work. The project is funded through
the National Cancer Institute's Pediatric Immunotherapy
Discovery & Development Network (PI-DDN) and
several large private foundation grants. Research will be
carried out under the guidance of Dr. Andrei ThomasTikhonenko, Professor of Pathology & Laboratory
Medicine at Penn and Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (CHOP). For more information click here.

Postdoctoral Scholar – Molecular Imaging and
Treatment of Cancer (Brady-Kalnay Lab) | Case
Western Reserve University | Cleveland, OH
A Postdoctoral Scholar position is available to develop
molecular imaging agents aimed at detecting tumors in
the laboratory of Susann Brady-Kalnay. We are
recruiting a highly motivated and creative team player to
test innovative methods of in vivo molecular imaging
and treatment of cancer in animal models. This NIHfunded work is being conducted in the Department of
Molecular Biology and Microbiology at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland, OH. The position is
open to U.S. citizens and permanent residents due to
potential support on training grants. Interested
individuals should submit a cover letter, current CV, and
names and contact information for 3 referees to: Susann
Brady-Kalnay, Ph.D. (susann.brady-kalnay@case.edu).
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Scientific Grant Writer | Van Andel Institute | Grand
Rapids, MI
The Metabolism Department is actively seeking a
talented Scientific Grant Writer to support our faculty
members in preparing, writing and submitting grant
applications for extramural funding opportunities. In
addition, this person would assist with preparation and
coordination of needed documentation to support
extramural collaborations, liaising with other VAI offices
to secure material transfer agreements, research
collaboration agreements, and institutional review board
approval for human subjects research. In addition,
assistance with submission of scientific manuscripts
may also be associated with this position. For more
information click here.

Drug Discovery Biologist | D. E. Shaw Research |
New York, NY
D. E. Shaw Research is seeking pre-clinical translational
scientists with experience in drug discovery to join our
New York–based team. This is a high-visibility, highimpact role that affords the opportunity to help shape our
drug discovery programs. Responsibilities include
working collaboratively with our team of computational
scientists and consultants on target evaluation,
selection, and translational strategy; overseeing
experimental work at our CRO partners from the design
and implementation of functional cell assays to in
vivo testing; and providing strategic advice regarding
new drug discovery opportunities across therapeutic
areas. For more information click here.
Research Scientist / Senior Research Scientist,
Medicinal Chemistry | OnKure Therapeutics |
Boulder, CO
OnKure’s Drug Discovery team has immediate openings
for Medicinal Chemists who will work in a highly
interactive, fast-paced, team environment to develop
clinical drug candidates. What You Will Achieve: You
will make key contributions to the design and syntheses
of small molecule-derived drugs. How You Will
Achieve It: Using your synthetic chemistry knowledge,
collaborate with team members to solve medicinal
chemistry challenges and deliver on project team goals
with a high level of productivity. For more information
click here.
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Accomplishments
Congratulations to Dr. Vijay K. Jidigam from the Sujata Rao
lab in the Department of Ophthalmic Research!
Dr. Jidigam published an article titled “Histopathological
assessments reveal retinal vascular changes, inflammation, and
gliosis in patients with lethal COVID-19” in Graefe's Archive for
Clinical and Experimental Ophthalmology. Click here.

Congratulations to Dr. Joon Yul Choi from the Zhong Irene Wang
lab in the Neurological Institute!

Dr. Choi was selected to give a platform talk at the American Epilepsy
Society Annual Meeting 2021 in December in Chicago, IL. The title of
the talk was "MR Fingerprinting Radiomics for Characterization of
Focal Cortical Dysplasia“. During the meeting he won the "2021
Grass Foundation young Investigator Award". The abstract was
selected from over 1,300 submissions for this honor!

Congratulations to Dr. Luyang Xiong from the Byzova lab in
the Department of Neurosciences!
Dr. Xiong published an article titled "Inflammation-dependent
oxidative stress metabolites as a hallmark of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis" in Free Radical Biology and Medicine. Click here.

We love celebrating trainee accomplishments! To submit your
own news or to recognize someone else, email

LRITraineeAssoc@ccf.org
LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Accomplishments
Congratulations to Dr. Brendan L. Eck from the Xiaojuan Li lab
the Department of Biomedical Engineering and Wilson Tang lab
in the Department of Cardiovascular & Metabolic Sciences!
Dr. Eck published his work titled, “Feasibility of Magnetic Resonance
Fingerprinting on Aging MRI Hardware” in Tomography as part of his
work in the Li lab. Click here.
Dr. Eck published another manuscript with Dr. Tang titled
“Characterization of Cardiac Amyloidosis using Cardiace Magnetic
Resonance Fingerprinting” in the International Journal of Cardiology.
Click here.

Congratulations to Dr. Blake Buchalter from the Jesse Schold
lab in the Department of Quantitative Health Sciences and the
Stephanie Schmit lab in the Department of Genomic Medicine!
Dr. Buchalter was awarded a Computational Genomic Epidemiology
of Cancer T32 postdoctoral fellowship through the Case
Comprehensive Cancer Center. As a fellow, he will be pursuing
computational and geospatial projects exploring colorectal cancer
disparities.

We love celebrating trainee accomplishments! To submit your
own news or to recognize someone else, email

LRITraineeAssoc@ccf.org
LERNER TRAINEE NEWSLETTER
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Accomplishments
Alumni Association Postdoctoral Training Award
Each year, the Cleveland Clinic Alumni Association provides funding for the professional development of
postdoctoral research fellows at the Lerner Research Institute. Using these funds, the Research
Education and Training Center (RETC) established a training award to be used by Lerner postdocs to
attend a nationally recognized scientific conference (in-person or virtually) or participate in an online
training activity. Two award cycles were conducted in 2021 and 14 winners were chosen.
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to the Alumni Association for sponsoring this effort!

Congratulations to our 2021 winners!

Shinjini Ganguly, PhD

Nannan Gao, PhD

Idan Goren, MD

Carmelo Gurnari, MD

Department: THOR
PI: Omar Mian
Activity: Society of Basic
Urologic Research meeting

Department: I & I
PI: Fariba Rezaee
Activity: American Thoracic
Society International
conference

Department: I & I
PI: Florian Rieder
Activity: Advances in
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases
conference

Department: THOR
PI: Jaroslaw Maciejewski
Activity: American Society of
Hematology meeting &
International Congress on
Myelodysplastic Syndromes

Courtney Hershberger,
PhD

Jiannan Li, PhD

Chin-Chih Liu, PhD

Ajay Nemani, PhD

Manishkumar Patel, PhD

Department: I & I
PI: Florian Rieder
Activity: Digestive Disease
Week

Department: GMI
PI: Charis Eng
Activity: Society for
Immunotherapy Cancer
meeting and pre-conference
program

Department: Imaging
Institute
PI: Mark Lowe
Activity: International
Society for Magnetic
Resonance in Medicine
meeting

Department: I&I
PI: Neetu Gupta
Activity: DataCamp - Data
Scientist with R Track

Sajina Shakya, PhD

Young Jun Shim, PhD

Jagjit Singh, PhD

Hieu Ta, PhD

Hongyuan Zhang, PhD

Department: CVMS
PI: Christopher Hubert
Activity: Annual Meeting and
Education Day of the Society
for Neuro-Oncology

Department: CVMS
PI: Keith McCrae
Activity: International Society
for Extracellular Vesicles
meeting

Department: CVMS
PI: Richard Padgett
Activity: Annual Meeting of
the RNA Society

Department: QHS
PI: Daniel Rotroff
Activity: University of
Washington Summer Institute
in Statistical Genetics
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Department: THOR
PI: Lily Wang
Activity: The Society for
Immunotherapy of Cancer
meeting

Department: Ophthalmic
Research
PI: J. Bradley Randleman
Activity: American Society of
Cataract and Refractive
Surgery meeting
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Wellness Resources
Well-Being, Self-Care and
Emotional Support for
Caregivers
Please note: A connection to the Cleveland
Clinic network is required to access many of
these resources.
For a more detailed and complete list of
resources, please visit this link.
Caregiver Experience Wellness Portal:
disconnect, unwind or say thank you virtually
Caring for Caregivers: confidential services that
preserve, restore and enhance wellbeing of our
caregivers. Available at 1-800-989-8820
(including new Boost telephone
appointment).
Cleveland Clinic Office of Caregiver Experience
on Facebook and Instagram.
Connect Today/Learner Connect: resiliency
resources to help you manage complex,
changing times (virtual meetings, change and
stress management, and communication)
Occupational Health: If you have further
questions about COVID-19 please contact the
COVID-19 Caregiver Hotline at 216-445-8246.
OneClick to Well-Being: well-being information
and resources for staff

Join in on live virtual Yoga, Mediation, Fitness and
Culinary Medicine sessions. These are available for
free to all caregivers. All sessions will be held via
the Webex platform, registration is required at:
http://clevelandclinic.org/CILMevents

**Graduate Students are welcome to join!
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Spiritual Care and Healing Services: information
for the religious and spiritual needs of CCF
patients, their families and loved ones, and
Cleveland Clinic caregivers. (216) 444-2518
CCPD Victim Advocacy: resource to help
educate and support the CCF community on
domestic violence. Email the committee at:
dvcommittee@ccf.org
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Behind the Scenes
This newsletter is written by the communications teams of the Lerner Trainee Association Leadership
Council and fellow trainees. We welcome your questions and suggestions!
Email LRITraineeAssoc@ccf.org to connect with us.
LTA Communications Team
Kelsey Bohn, PhD, Alan Chen, William (BJ) Massey, Anthony Santilli, PhD, and Juan Venegas, MD

Lerner Trainee Association
Leadership Council
Executive Board
Co-Presidents:, Kelly Mitchell and Shilpa Rao
Coordinator: Priya Putta
Treasurer: position open!

Career Development and Resources
Co-Chairs: Christina Cajigas-Du Ross, Adya
Sapra, Ki-Soo Jeong
Members: Sumit Bhutada and Priya Putta

Communications
Co-Chairs: Juan Venegas and Alan Chen
Members: Kelsey Bohn, William (BJ) Massey, and Anthony
Santilli

Mentorship/Advocacy
Co-Chairs: Raneem Khedraki, Jia Liu, Morgan
McGrath, Akhil Mohan
Members: Christina Cajigas-Du Ross, Juan
Venegas, Jie Yang, Madeline Newcomb

Social/Outreach
Co-Chairs: Daniela Duarte Bateman, Nannan Gao, Kristen
Kay, Rachel Hohe
Members: Emily Fink, Lavanya Jain, Gabrielle Mey, Kelly
Mitchell, Yee Peng Phoon, Anthony Santilli, Katie Troike,
Lingjun Zhang
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