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Lerner Postdoctoral Association
We would like to start by thanking all of our postdocs and research assistants for their continuous engagement, support,
and participation. Last month, we had two social events and a career development seminar organized for LPDA. They
were all very successful and well attended events. Thank You!
We would like you to be more familiar with the members of the LPDA council and get to know your fellows as well.
In this edition, we will start by featuring the members of the Social/Outreach subcommittee, in appreciation for their
efforts in orchestrating all of our social events. We will also be featuring a fellow postdoc every month highlighting his/
her recent accomplishments. In March, we are featuring Dr. Mohammad Alyamani. Next month, it could be you!
Don’t forget to stay connected via LinkedIn.
@Communication Team

Meet the Lerner Postdoctoral Association Leadership Council
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LPDA Executive Board:
Co-Presidents: Amina Abbadi and Timothy Mead
Secretary: Kelsey Bohn
Treasurer: Brian Yard

Subcommittees:
A. Career Development and Resources
Chairs: Madhav Sankunny
Members: Dola Das, Brian Yard, Sudipta Biswas, Sromona Mukherjee, Darshana Poddar, Iris Smith, 			
Elizabeth Sweeny, Nara Yoon, and Nikhil Sharma
•
•
•
•
		

Career development seminars
Professional development workshops
Teaching opportunities at local schools and universities
Career/training opportunities in collaboration with the Research Education Training Center (RETC) and
Lerner Graduate Studies Association (LGSA)

B. Social/Outreach
Chair: Aimalie Hardaway
Members: Tim Mead, Iris Smith, Sangeeta Kumari, Salma Ben-Salem, and Vijay Nagampalli
• Social events
• Promote networking opportunities
• Community outreach
C. Communication
Chair: Amina Abbadi
Members: Kelsey Bohn, Xiaoguang Fang, Isha Kapoor, Ángel Reyes-Rodriguez, Chinthasagar Bastian,
Benjamin Krishna, and Jordon Dunham
• Advertisement Postdoc related events
• Social media (LinkedIn)
• Monthly Postdoctoral Fellow newsletter
D. Mentorship/Advocacy
Chair: Iris Smith
Members: Ángel Reyes-Rodriguez, Defne Watson, and Nozha Borjini
•
•
•
•

Research mentorship network in collaboration with LGSA
Mentorship seminars and workshops
Mentor graduate students
Address concerns and complaints to appropriate channels interacting with RETC and Office of the Lerner Chair
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Join our LinkedIn Group!

The Lerner Postdoctoral Association and Alumni Network is a group of current and former postdoctoral fellows at the
Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute. Our goals are to provide opportunities for career development, networking,
and highlighting our scientific achievements. We also post reminders about upcoming events, so make sure to turn
on notifications.
Request to join today and tell all of your fellow Lerner Postdocs and RAs!

Advertisements
Lerner Experience in Advanced Development of Educational and Research Skills (LEADERS)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The next session of the LEADERS training curriculum is on March 19. This curriculum is
put together by the Research Education Training Center (RETC) for you!
There will be two sessions per month, usually held on Monday afternoons, 3:00–4:00 PM, focusing on issues needed
during research training years. We encourage all trainees to attend in any order and at any time. Those who attend all
sessions will receive a certificate of completion.

You Know What You Want,
Now How Do You Get There?
WHO:

Louise Aquila Allen, PhD
Senior Clinical Consultant
Heart Failure/Mechanical Circulatory Support
Abbott
Seguna Rachakonda, PhD
Senior Director, Product Development
Global Cardiovascular Innovations Center
CC Innovations
Crystal Weyman, PhD
Professor and Chair
Department of Biological, Geological and
Environmental Sciences
Cleveland State University
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WHEN:

March 19, 2018
3:00 - 4:00 pm

WHERE:

NE1-205
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Meet Your Fellows
Meet our Social/Outreach Team
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Dr. Aimalie Hardaway, Chair of the Social/Outreach subcommittee, is originally from
Detroit, Michigan. She got her B.S. and Ph.D. from Wayne State University in Detroit.
Currently, she investigates the role of obesity in steroid metabolism in prostate cancer in
Dr. Sharifi’s laboratory in the Department of Cancer Biology. Dr. Hardaway was drawn to
work at the Cleveland Clinic in part by its reputation, and because her current mentor is
an expert in the field and a rising star in castration-resistant prostate cancer. When Dr.
Hardaway is not in the lab, she likes to run, try new foods, and sleep!
Dr. Iris Smith is originally from Houston, TX. She got both her B.S. and Ph.D. from
the University of Houston. She works on identifying structural dynamics and stability
effects of germline PTEN mutations in autism spectrum disorder versus cancer in Dr.
Eng’s laboratory in the Genomic Medicine Institute. She chose to work at the Cleveland
Clinic because her Ph.D. work focused on elucidating the mechanism of PTEN missense
mutations in endometriosis and cancer, a good match for her current lab’s focus in PTEN
and heritable disease. When she is not advancing cancer research, she enjoys crocheting,
running, puzzle solving, and spending time with her husband and dogs.

Dr. Vijay Nagampalli got his Ph.D. from the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore,
India. Currently, he works in Dr. Ting’s lab in the Genomic Medicine Institute, where
he studies the role of DNA methylation in the regulation of 3D chromatin architecture
and cancer related gene expression. He was motivated to work at the Cleveland Clinic
because he could apply the experience from his Ph.D. work studying critical genes of RNA
splicing and RNA interference in regulating gene expression onto other model organisms
to understand the role of DNA methylation-mediated transcriptional regulation during
cancer progression. In addition to researching gene expression, Dr. Nagampalli enjoys
listening and learning classical Indian Carnatic music, is an aviation enthusiast, and
enjoys learning about aerospace industry since he is fascinated by aircrafts.

Meet your Fellow Postdoc
Dr. Mohammad Alyamani, who recently published a paper in Cell Chemical Biology
and who authored and co-authored many other articles, is from Jordan where he earned
his B.S. and M.S. degree in Chemistry. He worked for nine years in developing LCMS methods in a bioequivalence studies center. He then left Jordan to do his Ph.D. in
Clinical Bioanalytical Chemistry at Cleveland State University. He joined Dr. Sharifi’s lab
in the Department of Cancer Biology because of the high impact his research has on
treating prostate cancer. Dr. Alyamani’s research focuses on investigating the metabolism
of steroids and novel therapeutic agents used in the treatment of prostate cancer by
LC-MS. He received numerous prestigious awards from many professional organizations
including The American Association for Clinical Chemistry, National Academy of Clinical
Biochemistry, and the Endocrine Society. When he isn’t working in the lab, he loves to
spend time with his family and friends, connect with friends on Facebook and LinkedIn,
and watching TV.
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Recent Events
The Special Arts and Crafts Social Event (February 8)

The LPDA starts the celebration for the sweetest holiday of the year, the International Day of Love

The International Day of Love Potluck (February 14)

Live the moment, experience the excellence, and treat your taste buds to incredible flavors!
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Time to celebrate the International Day
of Love---The LPDA celebrates with fun,
sumptuous food, and awesome friends.

Highlights of Career Development Seminar (February 16)
Did you miss the February’s Career Development Seminar ‘The Science of Excellent Grant Writing’ by Drs. Charles
Tannenbaum and Justin Lathia? They shared an in-depth knowledge about the essentials of a successful grant
writing, including the NIH grant. We are happy to share with you a quick recap of this seminar. Consider these key
points as you plan putting forth your upcoming grant. It is never too late to get started! Click here for slides from
seminar.
Drs. Lathia and Tannenbaum shared an in-depth knowledge about the essentials of a successful grant writing, including
the NIH grant. Typically, each application is reviewed and scored, by a panel of reviewers, on 5 primary criteria:
significance, investigator, innovation, approach and conducive environment.
What do you need to know before you start writing?
• Find a funding opportunity announcement and related application forms.
• Ensure your eligibility criteria.
• Carefully read the instructions and peer reviewer guidelines.
• Decide if you can actually complete the project in the allotted budget.
• Choose a fundable project with significance and impact.
• Be careful and precise when you prepare the application.
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Choosing a project calls for a yet another decisive decision making. Pay heed to these tips and get started:
•
•
•
•
•

Find your niche. Avoid crowded areas.
Define the gaps and opportunities in your field. Read the scientific literature.
Choose a project within your field of expertise.
If you are a new investigator, prove you have ample support.
Make sure your project is doable.

What are peer-reviewers looking for?
•
•
•
•
•

Careful and precise preparation of the application.
Accurate description of the project summary/abstract clearly stating the aims and objectives, innovation, 		
relevance, research design and methods, preliminary data, expected results, significance, and impact.
The biosketch including the personal statement highlighting your scientific contributions, knowledge, skills,
positions and honors, publications list, and current and previous research support.
Defined project with a testable hypothesis, specific aims and objectives.
Research strategy precisely indicating significance, innovation, and approach.

With competition for research funding approaching an all-time high, the above top tricks and strategies would help
in winning grants.

Dr. Charles Tannenbaum sharing the best-kept tips and strategies to winning grants, including NIH grants,
with aspiring Postdocs and RAs.
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Dr. Justin Lathia giving an overview of the various funding opportunities available and sharing useful
tips for excellent grant writing.

Recent Accomplishments
Awards
Dr. Kelsey Bohn from the Sharifi Lab in Cancer Biology, received the Department of Defense Prostate Cancer
Research Program (PCRP) Early Investigator Research Award as Principal Investigator, titled “The Role of DHEAS in
Abiraterone-Resistant Prostate Cancer”. The goal of this project is to identify an alternative source of androgens in the
context of abiraterone-resistant prostate cancer as a mechanism of resistance by evaluating the role of the abundant
androgen, DHEAS.
Dr. Mohammad Alyamani from the Sharifi Lab in Cancer Biology, received the Department of Defense Prostate
Cancer Research Program (PCRP) Early Investigator Research Award as Principal Investigator titled “Abiraterone
Steroidal Metabolites as Biomarkers for Treatment Resistance in Prostate Cancer”. The goal of this project is to
investigate the steroidogenic metabolism of abiraterone and identify biomarkers for treatment resistance in patients
with castration sensitive prostate cancer.
Dr. Ángel Reyes-Rodríguez from the Bergmann Lab in Neurosciences, was awarded the Diversity Supplement to
his PI’s NIH R01 titled “IL-10-dependent regulation of viral-induced demyelination”. This supplement expands the
parent grant to further study how IL-10 signaling on infiltrated macrophages limits demyelination and the role of
IL-10 signaling in microglia during JHMV infection.
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Publications
“Hypoxemia in Patients with Idiopathic or Heritable Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension” published in PLOS ONE by Dr.
Ghaleb Khirfan and Dr. Tawfeq Naal. Dr. Naal is from the Tonelli Lab in the Department of Pathobiology.
Click here
“Mitochondrial Dynamics and Preconditioning in White Matter” published in Conditioning Medicine by Dr. Chinthasagar
Bastian from the Baltan Lab in the Department of Neurosciences.
Click here

GET INVOLVED!
Did you publish a paper recently or get a grant or award? We want to highlight your accomplishments in the next
newsletter! As part of the LPDA, we thrive to improve this organization to its maximum potential. To do so, we
will need participation and input of all postdoctoral fellows and research associates. If you would like to
be involved with our events or have any suggestions, or accomplishment we can highlight please email
lri-postdoc-assoc@ccf.org
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